2

W1 June / July 09

VOLUME VI ISSUE 3

FEATURES

DEPARTMENTS

42

50

COVER STORY
Medal of Honor: Valor Above and
Beyond the Call of Duty

A salute to America’s highest valor award and to the
courage and sacrifice of the heroes who have received it.
By Brian Sobel

10 QUESTIONS

1st Sergeant (Ret) Nicky D. Bacon

An exclusive interview with a Vietnam War Medal of
Honor recipient. Conducted by Daniel Shannon

Battle Analysis: Sun Tzu’s Battle of
Gettysburg

If Robert E. Lee had read The Art of War, the outcome of
the decisive Civil War battle might have been entirely
different. By Bevin Alexander

BATTLEFIELD LEADER

Ranald S. Mackenzie:
Sheridan’s Fireman

The frontier Army’s best Indian fighter sacrificed all tack-
ling the West’s toughest challenges.
By Jerry Morelock

INTERACTIVE

59

62

68

COMBAT!
Screaming Eagle Paratroopers
Utah Beach, June 6, 1944

Choose the correct course of action as American “Sky
Soldiers” face determined German defenders during the
Allied invasion of Normandy.

YOU COMMAND

Pegasus Bridge, June 6, 1944

Test your combat decision-making skills as a British com-
mander leading a vital D-Day air assault behind German
lines.

YOU COMMAND SOLUTION

German Glider Assault, Crete, 1941

Historical outcome and winning Reader Solutions to
CDG #31, March 2009 issue.

4 EDITOR'S LETTER
6 MAILBAG

10 CRISIS WATCH

The No-Victory Lie

Sure we can win the war — if we
want to. By Ralph Peters

12 DISPATCHES

Real heroes, taps, destinations,
significant events in history,
and much more!

18 FORGOTTEN HISTORY

The Siege of Rhodes,
305-304 B.C.

This nearly forgotten siege —
one of antiquity’s greatest —
marked the first time mechani-
cal firepower dominated the
battlefield.

20 LEGENDARY COMBAT UNITS
The Taman Guards

Russia’s elite 2d Guards Motor
Rifle Division gained renown
from World War II battlefields
to the troubled streets of post-
Cold War Moscow.

22 GREAT WARRIORS

Civil War Cavalrymen

The “Horse Soldiers” of the
Blue and Gray provided mobil-
ity and shock action through-
out the Civil War.

24 BADGES OF HONOR

Purple Heart

The U.S. military’s oldest
medal was re-created to honor
America’s wounded warriors.

26 HARD CHOICES

Choosing Normandy

The Allies knew the road to
victory lay in Hitler’s Fortress
Europe. Find out why they
chose Normandy as the
invasion site.

CONTINUED

Armchair General® (ISSN 1546-055X] is published bimonthly by Armchair General®, LLC, 21100 Erwin Street, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 Periodicals Postage paid at the Woodland Hills Post Office and at additional mailing offices. Subscription rate is $29.95 for 6
issues (one year). Subscriptions sent outside of U.S. must be prepaid in U.S. funds with an additional $12 for surface postage and $20 for airmail postage. For Customer Service e-mail us at subscriptions@armchairgeneral.com or call us at (800)755-1366 or (386 )246-
3456. Canadian Post International Sales Agreement #40852014. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Armchair General®, P.0. Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL 32164-0235. Copyright ©2009. Armchair General®, LLC. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may
be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without written permission. The views expressed herein are those of the authors and are

not necessarily those of Armchair General®, LLC.

% ARMCHAIR GENERAL %

JULY 2009

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: COURTESY, THE MACARTHUR MUSEUM OF ARKANSAS MILITARY HISTORY, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS DIVISION, GREGORY PROCH, IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM BU 2351



Battle Analysis:
Sun Tzu’s
Battle of Gettysburg

If Robert E. Lee had read
The Art of War, the out-
come of the decisive Civil
War battle might'have
been entirely different.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

DEPARTMENTS

28 SPYWARS

New York City’s First
Terrorist Attack

Nearly 140 years before 9 /11,
Confederate secret agents
launched a fiery terror attack
against the Yankee metropolis.

80 LEADER

George Armstrong Custer:
Triumph and Tragedy

REVIEWS

7?3 GAMEBUZZ
The scoop on some of today’s

hottest titles!

74 VIDEO GAME REVIEW
Fallout 3 and Tom Clancy’s
EndWar

7?5 WARGAME REVIEW
Commander: Napoleon at
War and Squad Battles:
Spanish Civil War

76 BOOKSHELF

The Indian Wars
Recommendations for must-
read books on the U.S. Army’s
longest conflict.

78 DVD LIBRARY

Special Edition:

The Sounds of War

Our editors’ picks for the best
war movie soundtracks
available on CD.

ON THE COVER
Audie Murphy
became an ac-
tor after the
war. He starred
in To Hell and
Back, a true-life
account of his

military career.
BETTMANN/CORBIS

RUSSIAN TANK ON COVER:
WWW.KREMLIN.RU




